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Teaching in Parables
Mark 4, Lesson 5

Opening Prayer

Introduction

After Mark completed his introduction of Jesus as the Son of God and Son of Man, Mark begins
the teachings of Jesus through parables. Speaking in parables was one of the hallmarks of
being a prophet from God and attests to Jesus’ divine authority, “I spoke to the prophets, gave
them many visions and told parables through them.” (Hosea 12:10).

Jesus taught about the kingdom of heaven through parables as he traveled through Galilee,
Judea, and Jerusalem. The gospel writers organized them in different ways to illustrate various
themes in Jesus’ teaching. Mark includes only a few of Jesus’ parables from two settings; by the
lake early in his ministry and in the Temple courts before his arrest. John used the “I am”
illustrations in his gospel account but did not include the parables. Matthew included many
parables and organized Jesus teachings into five great sermons:
1. 1. Mt 5-7, the Sermon on the Mount, a contrast of life under the letter of the law versus
the spirit of the law.
2. 2. Mt 10, the Sending of the Disciples and instructions for ministry.
3. 3. Mt 13, the Sermon on the Lake, a collection of parables on the kingdom of heaven
4. 4. Mt 18-20, teachings in Judea, another collection of parables on the kingdom of
heaven.
5. 5. Mt 24-25, teaching in the Temple — parables concerning the end of the age

In this lesson, we will read the parables from the “Sermon on the Lake” that includes two of
Jesus' most familiar illustrations found in all three gospel writers, the Parable of the Sower and
the Parable of the Mustard Seed.

Read Mark 4:1-20, Parable of the Sower

Mk4:1 Again Jesus began to teach by the lake. The crowd that gathered around him was so large
that he got into a boat and sat in it out on the lake, while all the people were along the shore at
the water’s edge.

Mk4:2 He taught them many things by parables, and in his teaching said:

Mk4:3 “|jsten! A farmer went out to sow his seed.

Mk4:4 As he was scattering the seed, some fell along the path, and the birds came and ate it up.
Mk4:5 Some fell on rocky places, where it did not have much soil. It sprang up quickly, because
the soil was shallow. Mk4® But when the sun came up, the plants were scorched, and they
withered because they had no root.

Mk4:7 Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up and choked the plants, so that they did not
bear grain.



Mk 4:8 Still other seed fell on good soil. It came up, grew and produced a crop, multiplying thirty,
sixty, or even a hundred times.”

Mk4:9 Then Jesus said, “He who has ears to hear, let him hear.”

Mk4:10 \When he was alone, the Twelve and the others around him asked him about the
parables.

Mk4:11 He told them, “The secret of the kingdom of God has been given to you. But to those on
the outside everything is said in parables 1% so that, “‘they may be ever seeing but never
perceiving, and ever hearing but never understanding; otherwise they might turn and be
forgiven!”””

Matthew adds [M134 |n them is fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah: “‘You will be ever hearing but
never understanding; you will be ever seeing but never perceiving.

Mt13:15 For this people’s heart has become calloused; they hardly hear with their ears, and they
have closed their eyes. Otherwise they might see with their eyes, hear with their ears,
understand with their hearts and turn, and | would heal them.’

Mt13:16 Byt blessed are your eyes because they see, and your ears because they hear.

Mt13:17 For | tell you the truth, many prophets and righteous men longed to see what you see
but did not see it, and to hear what you hear but did not hear it.

Mk4:13 Then Jesus said to them, “Don’t you understand this parable? How then will you
understand any parable?

Mk4:14 The farmer sows the word.

Mk4:15 Some people are like seed along the path, where the word is sown. As soon as they hear
it, Satan comes and takes away the word that was sown in them.

Mk4:16 Others, like seed sown on rocky places, hear the word and at once receive it with joy. Mk
417 But since they have no root, they last only a short time. When trouble or persecution comes
because of the word, they quickly fall away.

Mk 4:18 Stil| others, like seed sown among thorns, hear the word;

Mk4:19 hut the worries of this life, the deceitfulness of wealth and the desires for other things
come in and choke the word, making it unfruitful.

Mk4:20 Others, like seed sown on good soil, hear the word, accept it, and produce a crop—thirty,
sixty or even a hundred times what was sown.”

1. Why did Jesus teach in parables?

2. What is the seed being sown?

3. Describe the manner the farmer sowed his seeds. How is this a picture of God’s grace?



4. What does the seed on the path represent?

a. How have you experienced seeds on the path in your life?

b. What actions have you taken to cultivate the seeds sown in your life?

5. What do the seeds among the rocky places represent?

a. During trials, are you more likely to experience doubt or spiritual strength and growth?

6. What do the seeds among the thorns represent?

7. How are “blessings” often confused with thorns? How do you distinguish the two?

8. What has helped you in your struggle among the “thorns” of life?

©

What is good soil?

10. As we are welcomed into heaven, we would all like to hear the words well done, good and
faithful servant. Where is the Holy Spirit leading you now in your service?

Read Mark 4:21-25, A Lamp on a Stand

Mk4:21 He said to them, “Do you bring in a lamp to put it under a bowl or a bed? Instead, don’t
you put it on its stand?



Mk4:22 Eqr whatever is hidden is meant to be disclosed, and whatever is concealed is meant to
be brought out into the open.

Mk4:23 |f anyone has ears to hear, let him hear.”

Mk4:24 “Consider carefully what you hear,” he continued. “With the measure you use, it will be
measured to you—and even more.

Mk 4:25 \Whoever has will be given more; whoever does not have, even what he has will be taken
from him.”

11. We usually think of the lamp as visibly demonstrating our faith through our actions and
words to our neighbors. Consider reading the lamp as God's word. What additional insights
does this parable provide?

a. Verse 21

b. Verse 22

c. Verses 24-25

Read Mark 4:26-29, The Parable of the Growing Seed

Mk4:26 He also said, “This is what the kingdom of God is like. A man scatters seed on the ground.
Mk4:27 Night and day, whether he sleeps or gets up, the seed sprouts and grows, though he does
not know how.

Mk4:28 A| by itself the soil produces grain—first the stalk, then the head, then the full kernel in
the head.

Mk4:29 As soon as the grain is ripe, he puts the sickle to it, because the harvest has come.”

12. What do you think of when you think of the “kingdom of God” or “kingdom heaven”?

13. How is growing seed like the kingdom of heaven?

a. How do you interpret the harvest?

Read Mark 4:30-34 and Matthew 13:33-35, The Parable of the Mustard Seed and the Yeast



Mk4:30 Again he said, “What shall we say the kingdom of God is like, or what parable shall we use
to describe it?

Mk4:31 |t js like a mustard seed, which is the smallest seed you plant in the ground.

Mk4:32 yat when planted, it grows and becomes the largest of all garden plants, with such big
branches that the birds of the air can perch in its shade.”

Matthew adds, [ Mt13:33 He told them still another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast
that a woman took and mixed into a large amount of flour until it worked all through the
dough.”

Mt13:34 Jesus spoke all these things to the crowd in parables; he did not say anything to them
without using a parable.

Mt13:35 5o was fulfilled what was spoken through the prophet: “I will open my mouth in
parables, | will utter things hidden since the creation of the world.”]

Mk 4:33 With many similar parables Jesus spoke the word to them, as much as they could
understand.

Mk4:34 He did not say anything to them without using a parable. But when he was alone with his
own disciples, he explained everything.

14. How are both the mustard seed and yeast like the kingdom of heaven?

15. What do the tree and birds represent?

16. What do the birds find in the garden that we find in the kingdom of heaven?

The following parables are in Matthew 13:24-52 from the “Sermon on the Lake” and occur
with the parables in Mark 4.

Read Matthew 13:24-43, The Parable of the Weeds

Mt13:24 Jesus told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a man who sowed good
seed in his field.

Mt13:25 Byt while everyone was sleeping, his enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat,
and went away.

Mt13:26 \When the wheat sprouted and formed heads, then the weeds also appeared.



Mt13:27 “The owner’s servants came to him and said, ‘Sir, didn’t you sow good seed in your field?
Where then did the weeds come from?’

Mt13:28 “ “An enemy did this,” he replied. “The servants asked him, ‘Do you want us to go and pull
them up?’

Mt13:23 “ ‘No,” he answered, ‘because while you are pulling the weeds, you may root up the
wheat with them.

Mt13:30 | et both grow together until the harvest. At that time, | will tell the harvesters: First
collect the weeds and tie them in bundles to be burned; then gather the wheat and bring it into
my barn.””

The Parable of the Weeds Explained

Mt13:36 Then he left the crowd and went into the house. His disciples came to him and said,
“Explain to us the parable of the weeds in the field.”

Mt13:37 He answered, “The one who sowed the good seed is the Son of Man.

Mt13:38 The field is the world, and the good seed stands for the sons of the kingdom. The weeds
are the sons of the evil one, 3° and the enemy who sows them is the devil. The harvest is the
end of the age, and the harvesters are angels.

Mt13:40 “As the weeds are pulled up and burned in the fire, so it will be at the end of the age.
Mt13:41 The Son of Man will send out his angels, and they will weed out of his kingdom
everything that causes sin and all who do evil.

Mt13:42 They will throw them into the fiery furnace, where there will be weeping and gnashing of
teeth.

Mt13:43 Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. He who has
ears, let him hear.

17. What simple truths does this parable teach about the existence of good and evil in the
world?

18. How is God active when the weeds are growing? Also, refer to the parable of the growing
seed.

Read Matthew 13:44-52 the parables hidden treasure, the pearl, and the net.

Mt13:44 “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field. When a man found it, he hid it
again, and then in his joy went and sold all he had and bought that field.

Mt13:45 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant looking for fine pearls.

Mt13:46 \WWhen he found one of great value, he went away and sold everything he had and bought
it.



The Parable of the Net

Mt13:47 “Once again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was let down into the lake and
caught all kinds of fish. ¢ When it was full, the fishermen pulled it up on the shore. Then they
sat down and collected the good fish in baskets, but threw the bad away.

Mt13:43 This is how it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come and separate the wicked
from the righteous *° and throw them into the fiery furnace, where there will be weeping and
gnashing of teeth.

Mt13:51 “Have you understood all these things?” Jesus asked. “Yes,” they replied.

Mt13:52 He said to them, “Therefore every teacher of the law who has been instructed about the
kingdom of heaven is like the owner of a house who brings out of his storeroom new treasures
as well as old.”

19. What is Jesus asking the crowd to do in the parable of the treasure and the pearl?

20. The parables of the treasure, pearl, and net teach us truths about our response to God's
kingdom and the end of times on earth. They can also be read from a different perspective
to teach us about God’s love for us when we place Him / Jesus as the main character in
search of us. You might read the parables this way:

21. What might our lives look like if we deeply embraced the parables of the treasure and the
pearl?

Closing Prayer and Blessing



