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Lesson 6
John 15
Bearing Fruit

“l am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and | in him, he will bear much
fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. John 15:5

Prayers

Introduction

The purpose of the branch in Jesus’ parable is to bear fruit, but it cannot be fruitful unless it is
attached to the vine. Jesus is the vine. We owe our lives to Christ. He gives his life to us,
consecrates us, and puts his spirit in us so we can be in him. The object of our union with Christ is to be
fruitful disciples through our love and ministry to others. We admit that we do not fully understand his
calling or God’s power, but we do know God is faithful to his promises and calls us, keeps us, nourishes
us, and will supply all our needs. We know we are weak, but God is infinitely strong. We are a branch in
Christ, abiding, resting, and growing, so we trust, obey, and serve him with a heart of gratitude.

Read

In151 “l am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener.

In152 He cuts off every branch in me that bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit
he prunes so that it will be even more fruitful.

In153 You are already clean because of the word | have spoken to you.

In15:4 Remain in me, and | will remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain
in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me.

In155 “l am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and | in him, he will bear
much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.

In156 |f anyone does not remain in me, he is like a branch that is thrown away and withers; such
branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned.

In157|f you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be
given you.

In158 This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my
disciples.

In153 “As the Father has loved me, so have | loved you. Now remain in my love.

In15:10 If you obey my commands, you will remain in my love, just as | have obeyed my Father’s
commands and remain in his love.

In1511 | have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete.
In1512 My command is this: Love each other as | have loved you.

In15:13 Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends.

In1514 You are my friends if you do what | command.
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In15:15 | no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master’s business.
Instead, | have called you friends, for everything that | learned from my Father | have made
known to you.

In15:16 You did not choose me, but | chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit —fruit
that will last. Then the Father will give you whatever you ask in my name.

In1517 This is my command: Love each other.

Discuss

1. What do you think about when you hear the phrase about bearing much fruit?
a. What things appeal to you?

b. What things are scary?

2. Jesus refers to the importance of bearing fruit throughout his parable of the vine. What is the main
spiritual truth he makes with the parable of the vine and branch?

3. Jesus was God’s suffering servant spoken of by the Prophet Isaiah, “He was despised and rejected by
men, a man of sorrows, and familiar with suffering” (Isaiah 53:3). He took the form of a servant,
born in the likeness of men (Philippians 2:7), not to be served but to serve (Matthew 20:28). The
Son of God became incarnate to do God’s will, to redeem humanity from sin through his innocent
blood. The Greek word for servant is “doulos.” Doulos is better translated as slave, but is rendered
as servant because of the connotation of abuse and cruelty of slaves in our culture. Despite Jesus
calling his disciples his friends, the apostles commonly referred to themselves as a doulos (slave) of
Christ, identifying with the character and actions of a slave. Complete the following the sentence; |
am a slave of Christ because

a. lam aslave of Christ because

1o &19 Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have
received from God? You are not your own; 2° you were bought at a price. Therefore honor God with
your body.

€722 Eor he who was a slave when he was called by the Lord is the Lord’s freedman; similarly, he who
was a free man when he was called is Christ’s slave. 2 You were bought at a price; do not become

slaves of men.

b. |am a slave of Christ because

Gal2:20 | have been crucified with Christ and | no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life | live in the
body, | live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.
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c. lam aslave of Christ because

Eph 521 Syubmit to one another out of reverence for Christ.

101024 Nobody should seek his own good, but the good of others.

d. lam aslave of Christ because

Erh €6 [S|aves] Obey them [your masters] not only to win their favor when their eye is on you, but like
slaves of Christ, doing the will of God from your heart.

tk14:23 “Then the master told his servant, ‘Go out to the roads and country lanes and make them come in,
so that my house will be full.

In12:26 \Whoever serves me must follow me; and where | am, my servant also will be.
Mt12:50 Eor whoever does the will of my Father in heaven is my brother and sister and mother.

e. lam aslave of Christ because

In15:10 1f you obey my commands, you will remain in my love, just as | have obeyed my Father’s
commands and remain in his love.

1511 | have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete. !
In15:12 My command is this: Love each other as | have loved you.

4. We often think of bearing fruit as evangelism and making disciples, and that was the task Jesus
prepared the apostles to do. But bearing fruit encompasses all types of service in Christ’s name.
Read the following illustrations and complete the sentence, “A servant (slave) of Christ

a. Mt 10:32 A servant of Christ

Mt10:32 “\Whoever acknowledges me before men, | will also acknowledge him before my Father in heaven.

b. Mk 10:42-44 A servant of Christ

Mk10:42 Jasus called them together and said, “You know that those who are regarded as rulers of the
Gentiles lord it over them, and their high officials exercise authority over them. 4 Not so with you.
Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant, * and whoever wants to be
first must be slave of all.

c. Mt 25:21 A servant of Christ

Mt25:20 The man who had received the five talents brought the other five. ‘Master,” he said, ‘you
entrusted me with five talents. See, | have gained five more.

Mt25:21 “His master replied, "Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few
things; | will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master’s happiness!’
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d. Luke 12:48 A servant of Christ

tk12:48 Erom everyone who has been given much, much will be demanded; and from the one who has
been entrusted with much, much more will be asked.

e. Philippians 2:3-7 A servant of Christ

Phil 2:4 Each of you should look not only to your own interests, but also to the interests of others.
Phil 2:5 your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus: ® Who, being in very nature God,

did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, 7 but made himself nothing, taking
the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness.

f. Galatians 5:13 A servant of Christ

Gal5:13 You, my brothers and sisters, were called to be free. But do not use your freedom to indulge the
flesh; rather, serve one another humbly in love.

Phil2:3 Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility consider others better
than yourselves.

g. Matthew 25:34-36 A servant of Christ .
Mt25:34 “Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your
inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world.
Mt25:35 Eor | was hungry and you gave me something to eat, | was thirsty and you gave me something to
drink, | was a stranger and you invited me in,
Mt25:36 | needed clothes and you clothed me, | was sick and you looked after me, | was in prison and you
came to visit me.’

h. 1John 4:10-11 A servant of Christ .
Un410 This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for
our sins.
Un411 pear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.
Un412 No one has ever seen God; but if we love one another, God lives in us and his love is made
complete in us.

i. Ephesians 4:11-13 A servant of Christ

Eph4:11 |t was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some
to be pastors and teachers, 1% to prepare God’s people for works of service, so that the body of Christ"
may be built up 2 until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and
become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.

5. Inverse 15:3 of the parable of the vine and branches, Jesus told his disciples they were prepared for
service because they were already “clean.” What did Jesus mean by this? Refer to the following
verses:
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In17:16 They are not of the world, even as | am not of it.

1717 sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth.

In17:18 As you sent me into the world, have sent them into the world. "
In17:19 For them | sanctify myself, that they too may be truly sanctified.

526> “Woe to me!” | cried. “I am ruined! For | am a man of unclean lips, and | live among a people of
unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the LORD Almighty.”

15266 Then one of the seraphs flew to me with a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with tongs from
the altar.

267 With it he touched my mouth and said, “See, this has touched your lips; your guilt is taken away
and your sin atoned for.”

5268 Then | heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall | send? And who will go for us?” And | said,
“Here am I. Send me!”

They were sanctified by their faith they placed in Jesus as the Son of God. In this case, sanctified
means both made holy by their faith and set apart for God’s service as apostles, (sent by God).

6. How does Christ prepare us to be his servants?

a. °12Tg the church of God [in, your location here], to those sanctified in Christ Jesus and
called to be holy, together with all those everywhere who call on the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ—their Lord and ours

1o 11 And that is what some of you were [sexually immoral, thieves, drunkards, slanderers,
swindlers], But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the
Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God

b. "7 |f you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it
will be given you.

1315 If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who gives generously to all without finding
fault, and it will be given to him.

c. Y1211 “When you are brought before synagogues, rulers and authorities, do not
worry about how you will defend yourselves or what you will say, 12 for the Holy
Spirit will teach you at that time what you should say.”

d. "154 Remain in me, and | will remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must
remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me.
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In17:22 | have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one: | in
them and you in me. May they be brought to complete unity to let the world know that you
sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me.

e. 101 After this the Lord appointed seventy-two others and sent them two by two ahead of
him to every town and place where he was about to go. % He told them, “The harvest is
plentiful, but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out
workers into his harvest field.

Mk&:34 Then he called the crowd to him along with his disciples and said: “If anyone would come after
me, he must deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. *

Mk8:35 Eor whoever wants to save his life 3° will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me and for the
gospel will save it.

Jesus calls us to be his servants to love others. Yes, other people need our help and experience the
love of Christ through our service. But, Christ calls us into service for our own spiritual
transformation. What some of the benefits of serving Christ?

a. Proverbs1l25 A sanerous man will prosper; he who refreshes others will himself be refreshed.

b. P23 Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility consider others
better than yourselves. ""'24 Each of you should look not only to your own interests, but
also to the interests of others.

PhilZ:5 your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus:

c. 1824 yntil now you have not asked for anything in my name. Ask and you will receive, and
your joy will be complete.

Ro1417 For the kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and drinking, but of righteousness,
peace and joy in the Holy Spirit, 8 because anyone who serves Christ in this way is pleasing
to God and approved by men.

d. 2318 And we, who with unveiled faces all reflect the Lord’s glory, are being transformed
into his likeness with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit.
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8. The parable of the vine comes after the disciples’ argument about who would be the greatest in the
kingdom of heaven and Jesus’ example of servanthood by washing his disciples’ feet. Why is
leadership through submission and humility such a difficult lesson to learn?

9. How are submission and humility different from an inaccurate self-concept of thinking too lowly of
ourselves?

10. In verse 15:6, Jesus uses a powerful illustration of what life without abiding in Christ looks like. In
contrast to the fruitful branch receiving nourishment from the vine, the branch cut off from the vine
withers and is thrown into the fire and burned. Why would Jesus use this illustration for those who
loved him best? Also, refer to several other Jesus’ teaching on judgment:

Mt7:21 “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,” will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only he who
does the will of my Father who is in heaven.

Mt13:47 “Once again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was let down into the lake and caught all
kinds of fish.

Mt13:48 When it was full, the fishermen pulled it up on the shore. Then they sat down and collected the
good fish in baskets, but threw the bad away.

Mt13:49 This is how it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come and separate the wicked from
the righteous *® and throw them into the fiery furnace, where there will be weeping and gnashing of
teeth.

In1%5 Thomas said to him, “Lord, we don’t know where you are going, so how can we know the way?”
In146 Jasus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except
through me.”

Ac412 galvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which
we must be saved.”

11. Jesus wanted his disciples to have assurance of their calling when he told them to abide in him.
What assurances did he give them in verses 15:12-17 in the parable of the vine and the branches?

In1512 My command is this: Love each other as | have loved you.

In1513 Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends.

1514 you are my friends if you do what | command.

In15:15 | no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master’s business. Instead, |
have called you friends, for everything that | learned from my Father | have made known to you.
In15:16 You did not choose me, but | chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit —fruit that will
last. Then the Father will give you whatever you ask in my name.
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In 1317 This is my command: Love each other.

12. The parable of the vine and branches is a picture of the intimacy we share with Christ. The vine and
branch are in complete union. The branch cannot thrive without the vine, and the purpose of the
vine is to nourish the branch. We owe our lives to Christ, and he gave his life for us. He reigns in
heaven and intercedes for us to the Father to supply the richness and fullness of our Father’s grace.
He supplies all we need to be his faithful servants; all we need to do is ask and consecrate our lives
to him. What assurance do you have that you are abiding in Christ?

a. Verse 15:10 If you obey my commands, you will remain in my love, just as | have obeyed
my Father’s commands and remain in his love.

b. "2 My command is this: Love each other as | have loved you.

c. Canyou think of other assurances that you are abiding in Christ?

Closing Prayer, Attributed to St. Francis of Assisi

Lord, make me an instrument of your peace.
Where there is hatred, let me bring love.
Where there is offense, let me bring pardon.
Where there is discord, let me bring union.
Where there is error, let me bring truth.

Where there is doubt, let me bring faith.

Where there is despair, let me bring hope.
Where there is darkness, let me bring your light.
Where there is sadness, let me bring joy.

AMEN
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